
Dreams of the Bible  

Not all dreams in the Holy Bible are symbolic. On the contrary, dreams can be both 

symbolic and literal from our wonderful Father God. Here is a list of dreams found inside 

our precious Bibles. God bless.  

Vicki Goforth Parnell 4-16-23@12:18am  

Literal Dreams of warning...not symbolic only  

Joseph’s dream about Mary  

Matthew 1:20-25 20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord 

appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto 

thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21 And she 

shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people 

from their sins. 22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 

the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 

forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 

us. 24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, 

and took unto him his wife: 25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn 

son: and he called his name Jesus.  

Wise men warned of not to return to Herod  

Matthew 2:11-12 11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child 

with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened 

their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And 

being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed 

into their own country another way.  

Joseph’s warning dream about Herod  

Matthew 2:13-14 13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 

appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 

and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 

young child to destroy him. 14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother 

by night, and departed into Egypt:  

Pilate’s wife  



Matthew 27: 19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, 

saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this 

day in a dream because of him.  

Abimelech about Sara being Abraham’s wife  

Genesis 20:3-7 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, 

Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a 

man's wife. 4 But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay 

also a righteous nation? 5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she 

herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands 

have I done this. 6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in 

the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore 

suffered I thee not to touch her. 7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a 

prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know 

thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.  

Laban’s warning dream  

Genesis 31:24 And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto 

him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.  

Solomon’s 1st dream  

1 Kings 3:5-15 5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God 

said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 

David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in 

righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this 

great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 And 

now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I 

am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in the 

midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered 

nor counted for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 

thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy 

so great a people? 10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this 

thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked 

for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 

enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 12 Behold, I 

have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding 

heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like 



unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, 

and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy 

father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 15 And Solomon awoke; and, 

behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and 

made a feast to all his servants.  

Solomon’s 2nd dream 

God appeared a second time to Solomon after building the temple the same as in 

Gibeon which we know was by dream. (1Kings 3:5-15) 

1 Kings 9:1-10 1) And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the 

house of the LORD, and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased 

to do, 

2 That the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at 

Gibeon. 

3 And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou 

hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name 

there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. 

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in 

uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my 

statutes and my judgments: 

5 Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to 

David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. 

6 But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not keep my 

commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other 

gods, and worship them: 

7 Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which 

I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb 

and a byword among all people: 

8 And at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by it shall be astonished, and 

shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the LORD done thus unto this land, and to this 

house? 



9 And they shall answer, Because they forsook the LORD their God, who brought forth 

their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and have 

worshipped them, and served them: therefore hath the LORD brought upon them all this 

evil. 

10 And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two 

houses, the house of the LORD, and the king's house, 

 

Symbolic dreams  

Jacob’s ladder...symbolic yet full of promise  

Genesis 28:12-16 12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the 

top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending 

on it. 13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham 

thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to 

thy seed; 14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread 

abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and 

in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 And, behold, I am with thee, 

and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this 

land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 16 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I 

knew it not.  

Jacob’s symbolic cattle dream with warning about Laban  

Genesis 31:10-13 10 And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I 

lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the 

cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. 11 And the angel of God spake unto me 

in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, 

and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: 

for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou 

anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out 

from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.  

Joseph’s dreams...symbolic of things to come  

Genesis 37:5-10 5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they 

hated him yet the more. 6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I 

have dreamed: 7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf 



arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made 

obeisance to my sheaf. 8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? 

or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his 

dreams, and for his words. 9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his 

brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the 

moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 10 And he told it to his father, and to 

his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that 

thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down 

ourselves to thee to the earth?  

Pharaoh’s butler and baker’s dreams...symbolic of things to come with warning also  

Genesis 40:5-22 5 And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one 

night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker 

of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. 6 And Joseph came in unto them 

in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad. 7 And he asked 

Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore 

look ye so sadly to day? 8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and 

there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong 

to God? tell me them, I pray you. 9 And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and 

said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; 10 And in the vine were three 

branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters 

thereof brought forth ripe grapes: 11 And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the 

grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

12 And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are 

three days: 13 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee 

unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former 

manner when thou wast his butler. 14 But think on me when it shall be well with thee, 

and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and 

bring me out of this house: 15 For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the 

Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. 

16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I 

also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head: 17 And in the 

uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did 

eat them out of the basket upon my head. 18 And Joseph answered and said, This is the 

interpretation thereof: The three baskets are three days: 19 Yet within three days shall 

Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall 

eat thy flesh from off thee. 20 And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's 



birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the 

chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 21 And he restored the chief 

butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 22 But he 

hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them.  

Pharaoh's dream...symbolic with warning and promise  

Genesis 41:1-7 1 And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: 

and, behold, he stood by the river. 2 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven 

well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow. 3 And, behold, seven other 

kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the 

other kine upon the brink of the river. 4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did 

eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 5 And he slept and 

dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank 

and good. 6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after 

them. 7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh 

awoke, and, behold, it was a dream.  

Midianite-Gideon dream...symbolic but ladened with truth  

Judges 7:13-15 13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a 

dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley 

bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, 

and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 14 And his fellow answered and said, This is 

nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his 

hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. 15 And it was so, when Gideon heard 

the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and 

returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into your 

hand the host of Midian.  

Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue dream...symbolic, warning of future thing..with warning  

Daniel 2:1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar 

dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.  

Daniel 2:28-47 28 But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh 

known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the 

visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; 29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came 

into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth 

secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. 30 But as for me, this secret is 

not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes 



that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the 

thoughts of thy heart. 31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great 

image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was 

terrible. 32 This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly 

and his thighs of brass, 33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 Thou 

sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet 

that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the 

brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of 

the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found 

for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the 

whole earth. 36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 

king. 37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a 

kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men 

dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, 

and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 39 And after thee 

shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which 

shall bear rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: 

forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh 

all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and 

toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall 

be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry 

clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom 

shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with 

miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave 

one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings 

shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the 

kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 

these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone 

was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the 

brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king 

what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation 

thereof sure. 46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped 

Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 

47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of 

gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this 

secret.  

Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness tree dream...symbolic, warning laden with truth  



Daniel 4:4-37 4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my 

palace: 5 I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the 

visions of my head troubled me. 6 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise 

men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of 

the dream. 7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 

soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me 

the interpretation thereof. 8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was 

Belteshazzar, according to the name of my God, and in whom is the spirit of the holy 

gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, 9 O Belteshazzar, master of the 

magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret 

troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation 

thereof. 10 Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in 

the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. 11 The tree grew, and was 

strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of 

all the earth: 12 The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was 

meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven 

dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 13 I saw in the visions of my head 

upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; 14 He 

cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his 

leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his 

branches: 15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of 

iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 

and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: 16 Let his heart be 

changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass 

over him. 17 This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word 

of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the 

kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest 

of men. 18 This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, 

declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not 

able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the 

holy gods is in thee. 19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for 

one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not 

the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, 

My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 

enemies. 20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height 

reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; 21 Whose leaves were 

fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the 



field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: 22 It 

is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and 

reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. 23 And whereas the 

king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the 

tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even 

with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the 

dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass 

over him; 24 This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, 

which is come upon my lord the king: 25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy 

dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as 

oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over 

thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 

whomsoever he will. 26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree 

roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the 

heavens do rule. 27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and 

break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if 

it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 28 All this came upon the king 

Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the 

kingdom of Babylon. 30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have 

built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 

majesty? 31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 

saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from 

thee. 32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of 

the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, 

until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 

whomsoever he will. 33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: 

and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the 

dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' 

claws. 34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, 

and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised 

and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and 

his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are 

reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and 

among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 

doest thou? 36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my 

kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my 

lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was 



added unto me. 37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 

heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride 

he is able to abase.  

Dreams also mentioned prophetically  

Joel 2: 28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 

your young men shall see visions:  

Acts 2: 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 

Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

 


